53 Woodstock Drive

Sherwood Park, Alberta

T8A 4C2

September 16, 2004

Tony Sykora

Grand Knight Council 6083

13 Brower Drive

Sherwood Park, Alberta

Worthy Grand Knight:

Attached is a letter from Kelly Boyden, the seminarian council has supported these past two years.

May I respectfully request that once again this item be included in this years budget for approval by council.

Fraternally,

Daryl Boyden

Kelly Boyden

249 Main St.

Ottawa, Ontario

K1S 1C5

August 23, 2004

Tony Sykora

Grand Knight Council 6083

13 Brower Drive

Sherwood Park, Alberta

An open letter to you and all the members of Council 6083

Dear Brother Knights,

     Once again I=d like to thank all members of  council 6083 for your continued assistance.  It=s been another interesting and fruitful year and one that wouldn=t have been possible without your support and prayers.

     To start, last fall I made the change from St. Joseph=s to St. Paul=s seminary in Ottawa.  It was definitely a challenge.  The seminary community at St. Paul=s is quite a bit smaller and it took some getting used to.  I could not rely as much on fellow seminarians to share  their wisdom and had to make further connections and seek the support of a wider community.  Neither could I rely on that great prairie beef to give me strength.  But Ottawa turned out to be not so bad itself.  (and here I must stress that I am in no way making a political statement) The community of priests, religious sisters and brothers, and lay people studying at St. Paul=s are fantastic.  

     Ottawa has provided me the opportunity to realize once again that my formation as an aspiring priest involves not just other seminarians or even religious, but the entirety of the church and its people.  I=ve been able to learn from every person I=ve met and shared time with.  Part of the plan was to spend some time in the Francophone community improving my ability to speak French.  In this regard, I was able to take some of my theological courses in French and also volunteered in a French-speaking l=Arche community during the school year.  
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      While not completely bilingual yet, I am getting there and it is paying off.  Over the summer, due to my semi-fluency, I was able to lead both French and English services at CFB Trenton, where I was stationed for the summer.  I also found it easier to simply speak and connect with all military members.  The whole experience at Trenton was a great one.  I was able to do some counseling, offer reflections, preside at liturgies of the word, meet with members and their families, and, yes, even do a bit of flying!  Another fantastic learning experience on my journey.

     Thank you again to all members of the council.  I hope that you and your loved ones have enjoyed a wonderful summer and that God will continue to bless each and every one of you.  I will continue to keep you all in my prayers and hope you will do the same.  

Peace and happiness,

Kelly Boyden

Seminarian Kelly Boyden

